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Agenda
• History of Amateur Radio Logging

• Advantage of Computer Logging

• Logging Programs Available 

• N3FJP Logging

• HamDash Scoreboard



A primary reason we are covering 
this now is to prepare for the
Indiana QSO Party coming

up May 4‐5, 2024!



History of Logging



Original Logging Requirement

• The FCC used to 
require logging of all 
amateur radio contacts

• Included both base 
and mobile operations

• That logging requirement was 
dropped back in 1982



Reason for Continued Logging

• For Legal Reasons 
in case there are 
interference issues 

• To Support QSL’ing you 
need a record of  your contacts

• Personal Reasons to maintain a record of 
all the people and places you’ve talked to

• Logging IS Required to support contest 
operations



Speaking of Contests 

• Contest sponsors require contact logging
• The information in your log & confirmed 

QSO’s become your contest entry

Indiana
QSO Party

(INQP)



Speaking of Contests 

• Every contest has its own set of rules

• Logging may include call signs, serial numbers (sent / 
received), locations, names, or other information.

Indiana
QSO Party

(INQP)



Paper logging can still 
be used for some

contests
This requires mailing in your paper 
log at the end of the competition



Speaking of Contests 

• Nowadays MOST contesters log by computer

• The computer keeps track of time, score, & more

• You can submit your contest entry electronically



Paper logging is the OLD 
way of doing it!



Computer logging  is VERY easy ……
Simply type in the call sign & hit 

enter and you are done!!!!



and VERY importantly……
Your PC logging program stops you 
from logging DUPLICATES!



Logging programs ALSO provide an 
interface to eQSL or LoTW to 
AUTOMATICALLY confirm

contacts
(i.e. QSL cards no longer required)



Popular Amateur 
Radio Logging 

Software



Amateur Radio Logging Software

• There are DOZENS of 
amateur radio logging 
programs available

• Some are Free, others 
at a cost

• The MOST popular programs include 
N1MM (free) and N3FJP (cost)



N3FJP



• Created by Scott Davis 
(N3FJP) in 1997

• Products include Amateur 
Contact Log general logging 
program with NUMEROUS
features including tracking all States, Counties, Countries

• Also include  CONTEST SPECIFIC LOG PROGRAMS 
such as ARRL Field Day, State QSO Parties, & many 
others



Flagship Products



•Amateur Contact (General) Log:  $39.99
•ARRL Contest Logs:  $8.99
•Other Contact Logs: $8.99
• Lifetime Registration All Logs:  $59.99

- Allows download & install of ALL N3FJP 
logging programs and program upgrades!



N3FJP Indiana 
QSO Party



Read the Rules

http://www.hdxcc.org/inqp/rules.html



Cabrillo format logs 
are now MANDATORY!

(new for 2024)



• The club name should be spelled 
out FULLY in the Cabrillo header

• Abbreviations & club callsigns are 
NOT allowed ……. use….

Patoka Valley Amateur Radio Club



 Make SURE you download and install the 
latest version of N3FJP software (4.3.5)

 Failure to do so may not accommodate all the 
latest contest rules and logging requirements

 You would also not be able to access the latest 
logging features

IMPORTANT INFORMATION WHEN USING 
N3FJP FOR THE INDIANA QSO PARTY



https://www.n3fjp.com/



Indiana QSO Party Log – InstallShield Wizard
Welcome to the InstallShield Wizard for 
Indiana QSO Party Contest Log

Download & Install the Program



Enter your 
Common 
Fields 

Enter your 
Common 
Fields 



If you used N3FJP to log the prior year Indiana QSO Party, 
START A NEW CONTEST WITH A NEW DATABASE FILE



Stations Worked

Counties 
Worked

States 
Worked

Ongoing 
Score



Rig Interface



Automatically 
populates 

BAND & MODE

Automatically 
populates 

BAND & MODE

Rig Interface

USB 
Cable

Needs Driver Installed



Refer to the N3FJP RIG INTERFACE HELP to 
interface the program to your radio (USB)

OPTIONAL



Using N3FJP



Simply Enter 
a Callsign

To Make an Entry



The rest is filled 
in automatically
The rest is filled 
in automatically



The rest is filled 
in automaticallyHit ENTER to save



If you 
unintentionally 
try to enter a 
duplicate



DUPLICATE 
WARNING!

W2DAN



At the conclusion of 
the Contest 



Select Write 
Cabrillo 



Fill In ALL 
Required Fields

Then Click 
Write Cabrillo

Patoka Valley

Club Name: Patoka Valley 
Amateur Radio Club



Indiana QSO Party
• Submit Cabrillo files, 

name with your callsign, 
to inqp@hdxcc.org

• Name the log file with 
your call (e.g., N9NS.LOG). 

Indiana
QSO Party

(INQP)

• Files in ADIF, Excel, Word, PDF or any 
other format will not be accepted.



HamDash



•HamDash is an online service 
provided by N3FJP and is available at 
https://hamdash.affirmatech.com/

•Allows you to see a LIVE display of the 
Patoka Valley Amateur Radio Club’s score

•Also displays the scores of individual 
participating  PVARC members



Set Up N3FJP To Use 
HamDash



Select Web Upload 
Contest Status



Fill In ALL Required 
Information

Fill In ALL Required 
Information

Click DONE

Patoka Valley Amateur Radio Club



View PVARC Indiana 
QSO Party Scores in 

HamDash



https://hamdash.affirmatech.com/

Indiana QSO Party

Select 
CONTEST

Select 
Indiana 

QSO Party



https://hamdash.affirmatech.com/

Currently ALL 
Callsigns are 
Displayed



https://hamdash.affirmatech.com/

Patoka Valley Amateur Radio Club

Patoka Valley Amateur Radio Club

Patoka Valley Amateur Radio Club has 
already been entered into HamDash



https://hamdash.affirmatech.com/

Patoka Valley Amateur Radio Club

Filtered 
Callsigns



https://hamdash.affirmatech.com/
And thats it!  You can now view PVARC member scores!



https://hamdash.affirmatech.com/

We can also view PVARC scoring status!

PATOKAVALLEYAEC.ORG 2,583 472 7Patoka Valley Amateur Radio Club



https://hamdash.affirmatech.com/
(simply click on callsign)

Patoka Valley Amateur Radio Club



THANKS!


