
PATOKA VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB MEETING MINUTES
April 18, 2023 – 6:30pm EDT

FOE – Huntingburg, IN

• The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by president Mike Vogler.
• Ron Hickman offered a prayer and the pledge of allegiance was recited.
• Attendance – 14 licensed members and 2 licensed guests. (sign-in sheet attached)

OFFICER REPORTS

• President
◦ Mike welcomed everyone and especially our 2 guests who have applied for 

membership and already paid dues. Memberships for Mike Goodpaster and 
Lee Ferrell were approved without the typical formalities. Mike re-iterated our 
mission - “To recruit, foster, educate, and mentor amateur radio.”

• Vice President
◦ No report

• Secretary/Treasurer
◦ The March 2023 meeting minutes were read. Motion to accept the minutes by 

John Butler was seconded by Stephen Goins. Motion passed without 
opposition.

◦ The monthly bank statement was missing, so there was no treasurer's report. At
our May meeting, the quarterly detailed disbursements/receipts statement will 
be given.

MEETING PRESENTATION

No presentation this month.

OLD BUSINESS

• PVARC Monday night net – Mike Vogler mentioned the net professionalism has 
improved.

• Summer field day – Mike Vogler, Gary Fritz, and Bud Mann were added to the 
ad-hoc field day committee. They will pursue venues immediately. More to come.

• Indiana QSO party – May 6-7. Please participate. Info at Indiana QSO Party 
(hdxcc.org) Email your intentions to timk9wx@gmail.com and you'll be added to 
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the activity map. Most importantly, submit your log with the club affiliation 
PATOKAVALLEYARC.ORG. There's also discussion at a groupsio group at 
inqp@groups.io.

NEW BUSINESS

• Constitution edits – The constitution and by-laws were given a thorough going 
over. A marked up copy is included with these minutes. Proposed deletions are 
striken, and proposed additions are in red. These changes will be voted on at the 
May 2023 meeting.

QRM

• May meeting is May 16.
• April birthdays – Mike Goodpaster
• FCC exposure rules soon to affect every US radio amateur. Study the article in the

May 2023 issue of QST and make sure you comply.

DONATIONS

$53 was collected for the 50/50 prize. Ryan Bratton was the winner and donated the 
winnings to the club treasury.

A special second drawing was help for a Yaesu hat was won by John Butler.

ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn at 7:55 PM by John Butler, seconded by Bud Mann. Motion passed 
without opposition.
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Patoka Valley Amateur Radio Club

Constitution
Preamble:

We, the undersigned, wishing to secure for ourselves the pleasures and benefits of an association of 
persons commonly interested in Amateur Radio, constitute ourselves the Patoka Valley Amateur Radio 
Club of  Jasper, Indiana, and enact this constitution as our governing law. It is our purpose to further 
the exchange of information and cooperation between members, to promote radio knowledge, 
fraternalism and individual operating efficiency, and to so conduct club programs and activities as to 
advance the general interest and welfare of Amateur Radio in the community.

Article I

Membership

All persons interested in Amateur Radio communications are eligible for membership. Membership is 
by application and election upon such terms as the club shall provide in its By-laws.  Membership is 
not denied because of race, creed, color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, political affiliation, marital
status or any other biased or prejudicial reason.

Article II

Officers

Section 1. Offices

The officers of this club are President, Vice- President, and Secretary/Treasurer, and Director of 
Presentations.  An individual may not hold more than one office during the same term.

Section 2. Election

The officers of this club are elected for a term of one year by ballot of the members present, provided 
there be a quorum, at the annual meeting.

Section 3. Term Limits

There are no limits on the number of terms an officer may serve.

Section 4. Vacancies

Vacancies occurring between elections are filled by special elections at the first regular meeting 
following the withdrawal or resignation.
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Section 5. Eligibility

In order to hold an office an individual must be a member in good standing for at least one year and 
hold a valid Amateur Radio license.

Section 6. Resignation

An officer may resign by providing written notification to the other Officers.  All records and assets of 
the club are turned over to the President or Vice-President at that time.

Section 7. Removal of Officers

Officers may be removed from office for cause, upon written petition to the President or Vice-President
by a majority of active members.  After appropriate investigation, the petition is presented at the next 
regular meeting of the club and voted on by the membership.  Removal of an officer requires a three-
fourths vote of the active members.

Article III

Duties of Officers

Section 1. President

The President presides at meetings, enforces due observance of this Constitution and By-laws; decides 
all questions of order, signs all official documents adopted by the club, and ensures Club participation 
in the Amateur Radio Emergency Service ®.

Section 2. Vice-President

The Vice-President assumes the leadership duties in the absence of the President. In addition, the Vice 
President organizes club activities, plans and recommends contests for operating benefits, and advances
club interest and activity as approved by the club. 

Section 3-4. Secretary/Treasurer

The Secretary/Treasurer records the meeting minutes, maintains roll of active and inactive members 
including email and mail addresses, processes membership applications, reads communications at each 
meeting, emails or mails written meeting notices to each member and keeps an accounting of all 
monies received and expended.  The Secretary/Treasurer pays no bills without proper authorization by 
the Club or its Officers.  At the end of each quarter the Secretary/Treasurer submits an itemized 
statement of disbursements and receipts (these are presented at the January, April, July, and October 
meetings). At the expiration of the term all items belonging to the club are passed on to the successor.

Section 5. Director of Presentations

The director of presentations oversees the scheduling of informative presentations to further develop 
our skills as effective communicators and enhance our enjoyment and understanding of amateur radio. 
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Article IV

Meetings

The By-Laws provide for regular and special meetings. At the meetings, a minimum of one-half the 
active membership constitutes a quorum for the transaction of business.  Robert's Rules of Order 
govern proceedings.

Article V

The club, by majority vote of those present at any regular meeting, may levy upon the general 
membership such dues or assessments as shall be deemed necessary for the business of the 
organization. 
Article V is deleted in whole as it is covered elsewhere in the constitution.

Article VI

Membership Assistance 

The club, through designated Interference, Public Relations, and Operating Committees provides 
technical advice to members concerning equipment design and operation to assist in frequency 
observance, clean signals, uniform practice, and absence of spurious radiation's from club member-
stations. The club shall also maintain a program to foster and guide public relations. 

Article VII

Club Call Sign

The club holds call sign KD9LLH as provided by FCC Rules Part 97. The President assigns trusteeship
of the club call sign as needed. The trustee is a member of the club in good standing and meets FCC 
trustee requirements. 

Article VIII

Dissolution of the Club

Section 1. Termination of Operations 

In the event that the Club Officers unanimously move that the Club be dissolved, the motion for 
dissolution must receive more than two thirds vote of the full membership to pass. 

Section 2. Disposition of Assets 

The Club Officers handle the disbursement of all assets of the club. No member or group of members 
receives benefit from the assets. All equipment is sold and net proceeds donated to the American Radio 
Relay League. All remaining cash is donated to a non-profit organization.
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Article IX

Amendments

The Constitution or By-Laws is amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the full membership. 
Proposals for amendments are submitted in writing at a regular meeting and are voted on no sooner 
than the next following regular meeting, provided all members have been notified by mail or email of 
the intent to amend the Constitution and/or By-Laws at said meeting.

By-Laws

1. Secretary/Treasurer

It shall be the duty of the Secretary/Treasurer to keep the Constitution and By-Laws of the Club and 
have the same available at every meeting. The Secretary records all amendments, changes and 
additions on the Constitution and provides it to members upon request. 

2. Membership

Full membership is open to licensed Radio Amateurs. Associate membership is open to all other 
interested persons. Full membership includes all club privileges as well as rights to hold a club office 
and to vote for club officers. Associate membership includes all club privileges except for the right to 
hold office and vote for club officers. Applications for membership are submitted at regular meetings. 

Active membership are those members who hold a valid Amateur Radio license attended at least six 
meetings in the past twelve months, and who have paid annual dues.

3. Meetings

Regular meetings are held on the third second Tuesday of each calendar month. Special meetings are 
called by the President. Notices are sent to members by mail or email concerning special meetings and 
the business to be transacted. Only such business as designated is transacted. Such notices are sent so 
that they arrive not less than 24 hours before the meeting. 

4. Dues Fees and Assessments

Annual dues of $20.00 per member are hereby assessed in accordance with the provisions of Article V 
of the constitution for the purpose of providing funds for expenses. Membership dues are payable at the
January meeting. Any member whose dues are not paid by the last day of February is considered 
inactive and is placed on the inactive membership roster. Inactive members have no voting privileges. 
Termination of membership either by resignation or expulsion will not constitute a refund of dues paid. 
Dues for new members shall be prorated at $10 for those members joining after the June meeting.  No 
dues are assessed for members joining after the September meeting.  Dues for new members are not 
assessed until the second meeting attended.
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5. Elections

Officer elections are held annually at the regular November meeting. Officers assume their elected 
office January 1 of the following year. 

Nominations.  The President calls for nominations at the October meeting.  The Secretary/Treasurer 
publishes the final ballot and makes it available to all club members by mail or email immediately 
following the October meeting. 

Voting.  Voting is done using secret paper ballots. Immediately after voting the ballots are counted 
openly in front of the membership. Any candidate may request a recount of the ballots. In the case of an
unopposed slate the President may entertain a motion for the Secretary to cast a single ballot.

6. Interference Committee and Establishment of Additional Committees

This committee consists of sufficient members appointed by the Club President to investigate and 
resolve RFI issues. The committee directs investigation, invites proper inquires, establishes technical 
facts and testimony and reports its results to the club. 

Additional committees for technical, program, publicity and other matters may be established by 
amending the By-laws. 

7. Amateur Radio Emergency Service –ARES ®

ARES® is a program of the American Radio Relay League .The Club abides by the Rules and 
Regulations of the ARRL’s Field Organization as they may be amended from time to time, and by 
ARRL policies, rules, and guidelines contained in ARRL publications. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As approved by the membership on October 10, 2017
MRV on October 24, 2017

Modified by approval of the members on January 8, 2019

                                                               
Michael R. Vogler, KA9GDW
President
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